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I. School Counseling Graduate Program 

The Counseling and Psychology faculty discuss course content and offer suggestions for 

program modification on a regular basis. Changes are made nearly every year in response to 

current student and alumni suggestions.  Counseling faculty also review the program mission, 

objectives, and student learning outcomes to determine how well they align with each course 

syllabi and the course sequencing.  In addition, faculty meet with selected graduates, 

counselors, and school and agency administrators to obtain feedback about the program 

curriculum, the application of course content to the school and mental health settings, better 

use of technology, evaluation and assessment procedures, and accountability measures. 

 

Annual Program Reviewers consist of the Department of Psychology Chair and Faculty 

Members:  

Dr. Sam Fung, Psychology Department Chair, 

Dr. Stuart Bonnington 

Dr. LuAnnette Butler 

Dr. Nicole Knickmeyer 

Dr. Shunda Brown 

Dr. Charles Grah 

Dr. Kevin Harris 

Dr. Leigh Schmidtt 

Dr. Uma Iyer 

Dr. Paul Nicodemus 

Dr. Stephen Truhon 

Dr. Charles Woods 

Dr. Nanci Woods 

 

II. Program Description 

The School Counseling concentration within the Master’s of Science degree Counseling 

Program is designed to prepare graduates for school counseling positions at elementary, 

middle/junior high and high school levels. Through a 48-50-credit curriculum, the School 

Counseling Program prepares school counselors to serve as advocates, educational leaders, 

team members, counselors, and consultants to maximize opportunities for every student to 

succeed academically. Graduates completing their degree in School Counseling will meet the 

current licensing requirements for the Tennessee Board of Education. The curriculum 

requirements include coursework, a 600-hour internship, and school observation hours for 



those who have not taught. The School Counseling Program seeks to provide both academic 

and clinical training that will prepare students to be highly effective professional counselors. 

The programmatic goal is to influence students to be life-long learners who are sensitive to 

and appreciative of the developmental needs of individuals and groups in the context of a 

rapidly changing multicultural society. Students completing the school counseling 

concentration are eligible for Tennessee certification as school counselors pending their 

passing of the Praxis Exam. The program works to follow the standards set forth by 

CACREP (Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs) and 

the Tennessee Department of Education’s Comprehensive School Counseling Standards, as 

well as meet the credentialing requirements established by the National Board of Certified 

Counselors. 

 

III. Changes in Program 

In accordance with the Teacher Education Policy and Program Approval Procedures adopted 

by the Tennessee State Board of Education, counselor education programs are encouraged to 

meet the curriculum and professional standards established by the CACREP, the accrediting 

body for the counseling profession. In order to ensure that students are meeting these 

standards, the Counseling faculty now utilize the Counselor Preparation Comprehensive 

Examination (CPCE). The CPCE is designed to examine student functioning in various 

curricular areas and stimulates student integration of knowledge learned in counselor 

preparation courses. The CPCE covers the eight CACREP common-core areas which are the 

following: (1) Human Growth, (2) Social and Cultural Foundations, (3) Helping 

Relationships, (4) Group Work, (5) Career and Lifestyle Development, (6) Appraisal, (7) 

Research and Program Evaluation, and (8) Professional Orientation and Ethics.  The 

Comprehensive Exam is now administered to students completing their final semester of 

their graduate program (spring semester).  

 

  

IV. Assessment of Candidates 

During the 2009-2010 school year, seven (7) students completed the School Counseling 

master’s degree program. All of these students passed the CPCE, but six (6) received a 

passing score on the PRAXIS II and qualified for licensure as a PreK-12 school counselor in 

Tennessee. The mean score for the PRAXIS II was 668 while the minimum score required is 

580. It important to note that the student who failed the PRAXIS II with a 480 is an 

education specialist degree (Ed.S.) seeking student and did not complete APSU’s school 

counseling graduate program. 

The first group of students were administered the Counselor Preparation Comprehensive 

Examination (CPCE) during spring semester 2010. Faculty provided current students with 

information concerning the CPCE via student orientation and in-class discussion. The 



information is also highlighted in the Counseling Program’s Student Handbook. Students’ 

scores were compared to current CPCE national norms. The mean scores for each of the core 

areas for our student cohort scored above the national means. The “Appraisal” domain 

received the lowest score but this is also reflected in the national scores. The “Appraisal” 

course is offered during the first semester so it is possible that students have challenges 

retaining the course content when they take the CPCE during the final semester. Faculty are 

committed to improving the delivery of instruction and utilizes the CPCE results as an 

evaluative tool. 

There are currently twenty-five (25) students enrolled in the School Counseling Master’s 

degree program and five (5) enrolled in the Educational Specialist program in School 

Counseling. Six (6) students are interning in schools during the Fall, 2010 semester. Seven 

(7) students are at Milestone 2, having completed the admission process and submitted their 

Program of Study, which is required during their first semester in the School Counseling 

Program. 

 

V. Assessment of Program Operations 

The program continues to have selective admission for candidates. Our students have all 

exceeded the required formula score of 2000 (GPA X 400 + GRE Verbal + GRE Quantitative 

score = 2000 or above). We continue to seek diversity in our student population and currently 

have students who are African American, Asian, Pacific Islander, Hispanic, and Caucasian.  

All students must pass the PRAXIS II and CPCE before they receive their degree. 

Research is currently underway to determine how many graduates have secured school 

counseling positions and place of employment.  

The School Counseling Program is working to create an Advisory Council which will consist 

of counselor education faculty, school counselors, area school district Lead Counselors, 

school administrators, and other stakeholders. The Advisory Council will meet annually. It is 

our hope that these discussion and planning sessions will provide useful feedback about the 

application of counseling curricula to the school setting; use of technology; design of 

evaluation instruments; program admission criteria; school counselor competencies; 

collaborative grant efforts; accountability procedures; and a continued strong 

university/school district partnership.  

 

VI. Assessment System 

The School Counseling faculty gathers data regarding the perceptions and evaluations of 

major aspects of the graduate program via an employer survey. Feedback (both formal and 

informal) is used to make changes in the course curriculum and in the preparation of interns 

and graduates. A survey was sent to principals of schools where our graduates are employed. 



This survey was developed to evaluate students’ professional development and is aligned 

with the American School Counseling Association’s National Model. The survey assesses the 

following areas: Characteristics, (Professionalism), Supervision (Accepts constructive 

criticism and recommendations, etc.); Professional Competence (such as Assess needs of all 

students and others served, Implement and coordinate comprehensive development guidance 

curriculum, etc.); Implementation of Developmental Guidance program; Manage Guidance 

Program; Provide Individual and Group Counseling; Consultation with Students, Teachers, 

Parents, Administrators, etc.; Coordinate Services to Students, Their Families, Teachers and 

School Related Personnel; Facilitate Educational and Career Development of Students; and 

Demonstrate Professional Development and Ethical Standards. On a five-point Likert scale, 

with 5 being “High,” the mean was between 4.0 – 4.8 for 53 areas. 

 

Two items received the lowest rating of 3.64 (Mid Average). These questions were related to 

data collection and are as follows: “Through needs assessment determine the data indicators 

that need to be collected” which received a 3.64and “Determine the means and processes to 

collect the data,” which also received a 3.64. Counseling faculty agree that the school 

counseling program is data-driven. The use of data to effect change within the school system 

through careful analysis of students’ needs, achievement, and/or related data. To address this 

need, the school counseling program has revised the curricular experiences in PSY 6015: 

Foundations of School Counseling, PSY 5640: Practicum in School Counseling, and PSY 

5725: Internship in School Counseling to place more emphasis on data collection and 

analysis.  Additionally, the Psychological Assessment class has been taught by an adjunct or 

by a faculty member outside school counseling for the past three years, which could influence 

the scores in this area of the evaluation. 

Program Alumni Surveys are being sent to all 2008-2010 graduates of the Austin Peay State 

University School Counseling program for whom we have addresses. Data will be used to 

revise course content and/or instructional delivery.  

 

VII. Summary 

We continue to be pleased with the quality of our students. Faculty will continue to monitor 

and evaluate student development to find better ways to address the academic needs of our 

students. We are confident that the Counselor Preparation Comprehensive Examination 

(CPCE) will continue to be a positive evaluative tool in preparing students to take the 

PRAXIS II and National Certified Counselor Exam. In addition, the CPCE will help our 

students and faculty assess possible weak areas so that adjustments can be made in the 

programmatic structure and curricular experience.  

Our on-going evaluation process has had a significant impact on the continuing development 

of the School Counseling Program.  In order to continually improve the quality and delivery 



of instruction, Counseling faculty are committed to using faculty, students, alumni, and site 

supervisors’ input to modify the program curriculum.   

 


