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I. School Counseling Graduate Program 
The Counseling and Psychology faculty discuss course content and offer suggestions for 
program modification on a regular basis. Changes are made nearly every year in response to 
current student and alumni suggestions.  Counseling faculty also review the program mission, 
objectives, and student learning outcomes to determine how well they align with each course 
syllabi and the course sequencing.  In addition, faculty meet with selected graduates, 
counselors, and school and agency administrators to obtain feedback about the program 
curriculum, the application of course content to the school and mental health settings, better 
use of technology, evaluation and assessment procedures, and accountability measures. 

 
II. Annual Program Reviewers  

Program Reviewers consist of the Department of Psychology Chair and Faculty Members:  
Dr. Sam Fung, Psychology Department Chair 
Dr. Deborah Buchanan 
Dr. Shunda Brown 
Dr. Stuart Bonnington 
Dr. Charles Grah 
Dr. Kevin Harris 
Dr. Jessica Hatz 
Dr. Uma Iyer 
Dr. Regina Kakhnovets 
Dr. Nicole Knickmeyer 
Dr. Paul Nicodemus 
Dr. Leigh Schmidtt 
Dr. Stephen Truhon 
Dr. Charles Woods 
Dr. Nanci Woods 
 

III. Program Description 
The School Counseling concentration within the Master’s of Science degree Counseling 
Program is designed to prepare graduates for school counseling positions at elementary, 
middle/junior high and high school levels. Through a 48-50-credit curriculum, the School 
Counseling Program prepares school counselors to serve as advocates, educational leaders, 
team members, counselors, and consultants to maximize opportunities for every student to 
succeed academically. Graduates completing their degree in School Counseling will meet the 
current licensing requirements for the Tennessee Board of Education. The curriculum 



requirements include coursework, a 600-hour internship, and school observation hours for 
those who do not have teaching experience. The School Counseling Program seeks to 
provide both academic and clinical training that will prepare students to be highly effective 
professional counselors. The programmatic goal is to influence students to be life-long 
learners who are sensitive to and appreciative of the developmental needs of individuals and 
groups in the context of a rapidly changing multicultural society. Students completing the 
school counseling concentration are eligible for Tennessee certification as school counselors 
pending their passing of the Praxis Exam. The program works to follow the standards set 
forth by the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs 
(CACREP), the Tennessee Department of Education’s Comprehensive School Counseling 
Standards, as well as meets the credentialing requirements established by the National Board 
of Certified Counselors. 
 

IV. Changes in Program 
In order to ensure that students are meeting the curriculum and professional standards 
established by CACREP, the accrediting body for counselor education and the counseling 
profession, the Counseling faculty members continue to administer the Counselor 
Preparation Comprehensive Examination (CPCE). The CPCE is designed to examine student 
functioning in various curricular areas and stimulates student integration of knowledge 
learned in counselor preparation courses. The CPCE has been administered three (3) times. 
As a result the data has been normed and a passing score has been established. All students 
are required to pass the exam before graduating. In order to ensure that students have ample 
opportunities to take the exam, the CPCE is now being administered in the fall and spring 
semesters.  
 
We employed a new faculty member this fall, Dr. Deborah Buchanan, as an Assistant 
Professor in Psychology. Dr. Buchanan is a licensed school counselor in the state of 
Tennessee, and is a recent graduate of the University of Tennessee’s Counselor Education 
doctoral program. She brings a wide range of knowledge and experience to the School 
Counseling Program. She currently teaches courses in the School Counseling Program of 
Study. Dr. Buchanan has replaced school counseling faculty, Dr. LuAnnette Butler, who 
retired from APSU May, 2011. 

 
V. Program Strengths 

According to the Evaluation of Professional Personnel by Administrators, new school 
counseling professionals demonstrate professional dispositions. The data also suggests that 
new professionals know their fields and can explain principles and concepts delineated in 
professional, state, and institutional standards.  Moreover, new professionals have an 
adequate understanding of the professional knowledge expected in their fields. They 
successfully utilize technology in their practices and support student learning through their 
professional services. 



VI. Program Weaknesses 
The results from the Professional Personnel Evaluation survey suggest that new school 
counseling professionals could make improvements in the following areas: (a) use current 
research to inform their practices; (b) positively support the diversity of students, families, 
and communities; and, (c) know their students, families, and communities. 
 
A continued area of weakness is student scores on the “Appraisal” domain of the CPCE, 
which will be addressed in the next section. 

 
VII. Assessment of Candidates 

During the 2010-201 school year, ten (10) students completed the School Counseling 
master’s degree program. All of these students passed the CPCE. Additionally, all students 
received a passing score on the PRAXIS II and qualified for licensure as a PreK-12 school 
counselor in Tennessee. The mean score for the PRAXIS II was 670 while the minimum 
score required is 580. 

Two groups of students were administered the CPCE during the 2010 – 2011 academic year. 
Students’ scores were compared to current CPCE national norms. The mean scores for each 
of the core areas for our student cohort scored one standard deviation above the national 
means. The “Appraisal” domain continues to receive the lowest score but this is also 
reflected in the national scores. Over the years, adjunct faculty members have consistently 
taught PSY 5190: Psychological Assessment, the course that addresses the “Appraisal” 
domain. To some extent, this may influence the lower score on this domain. Furthermore, the 
“Appraisal” course is offered during the first semester of their first year in the Counseling 
Program, so it is possible that students have challenges retaining the course content when 
they take the CPCE during the final semester. Faculty members are committed to improving 
the delivery of instruction and have addressed the issue through the following efforts:  

(1) Adjunct faculty will no longer teach PSY 5190. Instead, a full-time counseling faculty 
member will teach the course regularly to ensure students are equipped with knowledge 
to improve their “Appraisal” domain score on the CPCE;  

(2) The counseling faculty has revised the sequence of courses and PSY 5190 is now offered 
during the fall semester of students’ second year. This will help to address concerns 
regarding students’ inability to retain course content. 

Faculty will continue to assess CPCE data and will continue to revise the curricular 
experience as needed. 

There are currently twenty-four (24) students enrolled in the School Counseling Master’s 
degree program and one (1) enrolled in the Educational Specialist program in School 
Counseling. Five (5) students are interning in schools during the Fall, 2011 semester. Nine 



(9) students are at Milestone 2, having completed the admission process and submitted their 
Program of Study, which is required during their first semester in the School Counseling 
Program. 

 

VIII. Assessment of Program Operations 
The program continues to have selective admission for candidates. Our students have all 
exceeded the required formula score of 2000 (GPA X 400 + GRE Verbal + GRE Quantitative 
score = 2000 or above). We continue to seek diversity in our student population and currently 
have students who are African American, Asian, Pacific Islander, Latino, and Caucasian. All 
students must pass the PRAXIS II and CPCE before they receive their degree. Data is 
currently being collected to determine how many graduates have secured school counseling 
positions and their places of employment.  

The School Counseling Program has created an Advisory Council which consists of 
counselor education faculty, school counselors, and the area school district Lead Counselor. 
The members are as follows:  
 
Dr. Shunda Brown, APSU School Counseling Program Coordinator 
Dr. Deborah Buchanan, APSU School Counseling Program 
Dr. Nicole Knickmeyer, APSU Counseling Program 
Ms. Janet Spiceland, Clarksville Montgomery County School System (CMCSS) 
Ms. Serena Kerr, Clarksville High School, School Counselor 
Mr. Josh Stanley, Barkers Mill Elementary School, School Counselor 
Ms. Vanna Fender, Norman Smith Elementary School, School Counselor 
Mr. Seth Till, Richview Middle School, School Counselor 
 
The Advisory Council meets annually. These discussion sessions offer helpful feedback 
about the application of counseling curricula to the school setting; use of technology; design 
of evaluation instruments; program admission criteria; school counselor competencies; 
collaborative grant efforts; accountability procedures; and a continued strong 
university/school district partnership. 
  

IX. Summary of Proposed Changes 
In light of aforementioned weaknesses noted on the Professional Personnel survey, faculty 
has now revised the course content of PSY 6015: Foundations of School Counseling.   As a 
result of the lower scores on “use current research to inform their practices,” “positively 
support the diversity of students, families, and communities,” and “know their students, 
families, and communities,” students are now required to create a Comprehensive, 
Developmental School Counseling Plan on a school of their choice. Students must identify 
the school’s mission statement, conduct a needs assessment and identity academic, career, 



and personal social competencies and indicators based on the Needs Assessment; identify top 
priority needs as identified by the needs assessment and determine which delivery systems 
would best address the issues; create a management plan to demonstrate how change is 
needed and create an action plan accordingly; and promote accountability by assessing the 
effectiveness of the delivery system, school counselor, and program development.  
 
In addition, students are required to conduct a group presentation on one of the following 
topics: (1) School Counselor Issue Debate; (2) Working with Special Populations; (3) the 
School Counselor as Advocate. These topics allow students to research topics of interest 
related to controversial issues, diverse populations and/or life events (e.g., children of 
military families, children of gay/lesbian parents, children of a minority ethnic/racial group, 
relational aggression among girls working with students with Autism, working with African-
American males, working with grieving students, etc.) advocacy and social justice issues.  
 
 

X. Assessment System 
The evaluation process has had a significant impact on the continuing development of the 
School Counseling Program.  In order to continually improve the quality and delivery of 
instruction, Counseling faculty are committed to using faculty, students, alumni, and site 
supervisors’ input to modify the program curriculum.  To this end, Program Alumni Surveys 
continue to be sent to all 2008-2011 graduates of the Austin Peay State University School 
Counseling program for whom we have addresses. A survey will be sent to principals of 
schools where our graduates are employed. This survey was developed to evaluate students’ 
professional development and is aligned with the American School Counseling Association’s 
National Model. It is expected that all data will be collected by March 2012 and will be used 
to revise course content and/or instructional delivery.  

 

 


