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I. Name of Program: Advanced Studies 

Program reviewers for the Advanced Studies Program include faculty and graduates/teacher 

practitioners from the Martha Dickerson Eriksson College of Education. 

 

II. List of Reviewers 

Dr. Lisa Barron, Chair, COE Faculty 

Dr. Charmaine Lowe, COE Faculty 

Dr. Tom Buttery, COE Faculty 

Dr. Bobette Bouton, COE Faculty 

 

III. Program Description 

This program is designed for graduate students who already hold teacher licensure and are earning the 

Masters of Education, Curriculum and Instruction degree.  The program consists of a common 

curriculum of social/cultural foundations, a seminar of teacher effectiveness, a seminar on curriculum 

improvement and construction, evaluation of teaching and learning, advanced studies in special 

education, education computer applications, a research plan, and a capstone reflective practitioner 

course.  Students take additional courses in a chosen content area including reading, language arts, 

math, science, human health and performance, history, special education, and music.  The Advanced 

Studies program uses National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS). 

 

IV. Changes in Program 

Faculty members have continued to collect key assessment data in the core classes of the Advanced 

Studies program available in LiveText in the past year.  CAEP requirements continue to drive the 

decision to collect key assessment data.  Professors of record continue to collect and analyze key 

assessment data in specified courses each semester.  Their data are sent to the Program Chair of 

Advanced Studies in the fall of each academic year to be included in the Program Review. 

 

Listed below are those courses in the program that have identified a Key Assessment and the name of 

the Key Assessment: 

EDUC 5000 Research in Education – Research Paper 

EDUC 6400 Social/Cultural Foundations in Education – Interview Project 

EDUC 6500 Seminar on Curriculum Improvement and Construction – Research Paper 
EDUC 5150 The Reflective Practitioner (Capstone course) – edTPA  

SPED 6550 Advanced Studies in Special Education – Practicum 

EDUC 5200 Evaluation of Teaching and Learning – Lit Review, Research Paper, Reflection 

 

Continued recommendations that remain in this report, but are being regularly addressed are: 

• Collect enrollment and completer data for program review analysis 

• Increase the number of program exit surveys 

• Collect and analyze key assessment data 

• Embed components of the edTPA into Advanced Studies courses 

 



No additional changes have been made in the program since the last review. 

 

V. Program Strengths 

The Advanced Studies capstone course’s key assessment is an edTPA.  The edTPA was developed 

based on the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) Portfolio.  Since the 

Advanced Studies degree uses the NBPTS standards, this is an authentic capstone assessment for this 

degree. 

 

VI.  Program Weaknesses 

Scheduling and sustainability is difficult due to low enrollment. 

 

VII.  Assessment of Candidates 

Review of the Advanced Studies program includes data from the following candidates assessment 

reports:  enrollment and completer data were compiled and analyzed by the Program Review Chair; 

milestone review program and the portfolio review were compiled and analyzed by the Unit 

Assessment Chair; key assessment data were compiled and analyzed by the LiveText Data 

Coordinator and individual faculty.  In addition, the College of Education faculty analyzed these data 

sources at the annual Data Retreat.  Analyses of these data sources inform the Advanced Studies 

program faculty on an ongoing basis and in a more systemic way in the fall of each semester for the 

Program Review Report.   

 

Completion Rates 

Data related to candidate completion from the 2015-2016 academic year was collected.   One student 

completed the Advanced Studies degree in the 2014-2015 academic year, and four students 

completed the Advanced Studies degree in 2015-2016. 

 

Recommendations 

 

        1.  Recommendation (continued):  Increase candidate completion rates. 

 Action Plan Recommended (continued): Study possibility of cohort creation and  other 

options.   

 

        2.  Recommendation: Evaluate need of degree program. 

 Action Plan Recommended: Based on enrollment and completion trends, study  

 the viability and need of the degree program.            

 

VIII.  Assessment of Program Operations 

Evaluation of Data 

Data collection is ongoing in the Advanced Studies program.  Advanced Studies candidates are 

evaluated at several points in their program.  GPA is evaluated at Milestones I, II, and III reviews by 

university faculty each semester.  The program standards are evaluated in the portfolio in Milestone I, 

II, and III reviews by university faculty each semester.  Course completions and key assessments are 

maintained by Advanced Studies faculty each semester.  Key assessments are being collected each 

semester by all faculty offering Advanced Studies courses.   

 

The data collected is difficult to effectively analyze based on the low enrollment in the Advanced 

Studies program.  Perhaps the biggest concern that the data highlights is the low enrollment of 

students in this degree program. 

 

IX.  Summary of Proposed Changes 

• Continue collecting and analyzing data. 



• Explore ways to increase enrollment. 

• Increase the number of program exit surveys completed. 

 

X.   Assessment System 

Program exit surveys are needed to effectively analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the program.  

A needs survey sent to area school districts would be helpful in knowing how the program could be 

structured to meet the specific needs of a school or district. 
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